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BOOK DESCRIPTION

Are you the black sheep in your family who chafes at traditions and seeks examples of how to redefine them?  

The Wisdom of Guncles is about queer people and their relationship with family — however they choose to define it. Featuring a diverse pantheon of gay uncles (“guncles”) and other queer mentors, their stories offer unique perspectives about life, love, and personal empowerment. 

With each chapter, Dumlao examines what various LGBTQ+ experiences teach about disrupting norms, exploring identity, and creating chosen families that affirm one’s truth. Readers will ponder questions such as: 
· How do I challenge and change traditions that hide those that are different? 
· If I choose to never dim my light, will I become a beacon for others lost in the dark?
· How will recovering past stories and unsung heroes help us create a better future? 
· How can I leave a space more welcoming than how I found it? 

The Wisdom of Guncles shares ten powerful journeys, each bearing knowledge honed through struggle and triumph, on living with audacious authenticity and compassion. While these narratives are unapologetically queer, they hold universal lessons about the human condition that, like all stories about family, are grounded in love.



KEY IDEAS 
The book is written according to 10 archetypes of hard-won wisdoms, reflections, and cautionary tales reflective of the lived queer narrative: 
· The Black Sheep offers an introduction to the underlying premise of how queer people’s role as the perpetual black sheep or outcasts of a family offers them unique perspectives. From challenging traditions to disrupting toxic patterns of behavior, this chapter explores how queer mentors help families and communities become more inclusive and equitable. 
· The Bridge offers how my own story as a gay, Filipino immigrant who survived an oppressive dictatorship then migrated to Australia, California, then Washington, DC makes me uniquely qualified to bridge cultures, histories and ideas. I demonstrate this through my role as a guardian to two female, biracial (half-Filipino, half-Black) cousins who grapple with their intersectional identities. 
· The Skeptic offers the story of a gay Peruvian immigrant and his close relationship with his decade-younger sister and her biracial daughter. His story demonstrates the power in questioning authority and institutions, and why young people must be equipped to decide their destiny for themselves.  
· The Explorer offers the story of a gay, disabled, wheelchair-using African-American academic from Ohio who travels the world to escape prejudice and ultimately find his true self. He is the god-father to a young, biracial woman in whom he wants to instill the love for exploration. 
· The Pioneer offers the story of a gay immigrant from Venezuela who escapes turmoil by coming to America. Here he establishes a new life and community that becomes a safe harbor for his niece who looks to her guncle’s life-lessons on resilience and self-reliance as she navigates life as an undocumented student. 
· The Nerd offers the story of a pansexual, transgender cosplayer from Atlanta who found the love, affirmation and support they lacked from their abusive parents in their cosplay, fan convention, and choral communities. As a god-parent, they created a safe space for their god-child to come out. Their story proves the power and integrity of chosen families.  
· The Alchemist offers the story of a queer, non-binary drag artist from Paraguay who suffered their immigrant parents' disappointment that they will never be the “golden child.” An artist who dismantles gender-norms, they created the safe-space they never had to embolden their niece to come out. 
· The Beacon offers the story of an engaged gay couple whose same-sex relationship has become their many niblings’ only example of relationship stability. One comes from a Catholic family in Boston, the other a conservative Christian family in Maryland. Their story teaches that love is love.  
· The Chameleon offers the story of a bisexual, African-American, non-binary, Army veteran from Alaska who has decided to never dim their light ever again after a lifetime of code-switching and a family legacy of hiding queer members. Their inspiring story of assertive authenticity becomes a beacon for their niblings and siblings to live their truth.  
· The Elder offers the story of a queer, retired government worker in New York City who survived the AIDS crisis then became the leader of a family who has yet to know his full truth. Their legacy This story honors the stories of all our secretly queer uncles and aunties who were hidden away, but inspired future generations to create a world where everyone can come into the light. 


AUTHOR BIO

Michael Dumlao (he/they) is an artist, author, and activist equipped with more than twenty-one years of advancing diversity, equity, and social justice through award-winning brand strategy, digital marketing, and creative storytelling in corporate, federal, academic, and non-profit environments. He led the rebrand of a Fortune 500 company as its first Director of Brand and serves as a senior advisor for leaders in defense and intelligence.

Michael was born in Manila, Philippines, raised in Sydney, Australia, schooled in Santa Barbara, California; residing in Washington DC with his Peruvian husband Daniel and their rescue dog, America. He is the proud guncle to more than fifty far-flung niblings and protégés to whom his debut book, The Wisdom of Guncles, is dedicated.



ABOUT THE PUBLISHER

www.newdegreepress.com
New Degree Press is an independent publisher and distributor dedicated to empowering authors. We believe at the core of any good book is a community — a community of fellow writers and authors, a community of readers; and a team who can partner with you on every aspect of developing and promoting your big idea and story, from idea to writing to branding to book creation, promotion, and distribution. Our team has helped thousands of authors go from an initial book idea through book development and production to bookstore shelves and digital aisles. 





REVIEWS

“The work is swift, informative, and often moving… With each story told, readers learn, in a heartfelt manner, that there is more than one way to fit into a family. A stirring and passionate exploration of queer relatives.” — Kirkus Reviews

AUTHORS & WRITERS
“Michael Dumlao's The Wisdom of Guncles is a loving, empathetic ode to queer people and the emotional power they have to teach and guide their own families to make a better world.” — Tom Fitzgerald and Lorenzo Marquez, authors of Legendary Children


“The Wisdom of Guncles gifts us ten stories of queer lives and celebrates the diverse perspectives and lived experiences they have to offer the next generation. I'm grateful to Michael and these ten souls for living out loud and sharing their wisdom, and you will be too.” — Steven Rowley, bestselling author of The Guncle


“Bold, powerful, and immensely inspiring. Through the stories in The Wisdom of Guncles I feel not just seen and accepted, but celebrated and valued.” — Andrew Gelwicks, author of The Queer Advantage 


“The Wisdom of Guncles is the cocktail party you don't want to leave. Everyone attending is sharing hard-earned wisdom, the language is colorful and addicting, and you are devastated when it ends.” — Allen Gannett, Author of The Creative Curve


“The Wisdom of Guncles is a big warm hug of a book. Stocked with wisdom, it pays honor to its subjects through the sheer exuberance with which Michael Dumlao celebrates authenticity and heart.” - Marc Ambinder, Journalist, Author of The Brink and USC Annenberg Senior Fellow


“The Wisdom of Guncles is a love letter to friendship, all the forms that family takes, and the strength and wisdom that comes from blazing your own path.” - Matt Shipman, Writer and Editor


“This is a true eye-opener for anyone who thinks gay people are a monolith. If there were ever a clear message that we are not all the same - this is it.” - Anthony Lacey, Journalist and Creator of Dining With Strangers 


“Dumlao’s book helped me truly understand the challenges my transgender cousin endured as he made the brave decision to accept and live according to his truth.” – Artisha Wilson, Editor, New Degree Press


“From a fellow black sheep, I truly appreciate the openness and vulnerability Dumlao had to embrace in order to compose such an amazing book with profoundly in-depth and resonating themes. Very well done.” - Amanda Brown, Head of Copy Editing, New Degree Press


“Arranged like a horoscope or tarot card, the stories are engaging, beautifully written, and invite the reader to determine which guncle they are. More than a book of advice, it’s a remarkable dive into the lives of different queer people and their families with journeys that transcend definition.” - Dennis Sarlo, Executive Editor, Chairish


BUSINESS
“Dumlao has permanently shifted my view of my own role in my extended family. His book is a guide to anyone who’s a black sheep in their family filled with advice about how to be fully yourself.” - David Brown, Chair, LGBTQ Network of Young Professionals Organization

“The Wisdom of Guncles will enrich you with deep knowing and kinship. The passionate connection to the history behind these diverse stories shone through brightly.” - Laura Lange, Senior Global Project Manager, Genentech

“The Wisdom of Guncles shares important lessons woven through diverse queer stories that are often hidden or lost. Society can learn so much from their powerful perspectives and messages.” - Mike Stocker, VP Partnerships at RollWorks/ NextRoll, Inc

“Anyone who has experienced adversity will find tremendous strength in this guide to realizing that your adversity is your superpower.” - Yanev Suissa, Founder, SineWave Ventures

“These stories are relatable to any reader - queer or not. Each digestible vignette stands alone and with the others make a fantastic tapestry of queer experiences. It's a captivating cover-to-cover read.” - Steve Munnelly, Director of Healthcare Consulting, Salesforce

“Guncles is an outstanding collection of stories about resilient queer uncles who find strength in their unique life experiences and impart sage advice about what it means to love who you are without conforming to societal and familial expectations.” - Mitchel Dumlao, CEO of Creative Haven

“Dumlao’s collected stories are multi-generational, relatable, and thoroughly inspiring. A book that leaves you wanting to make the world a better place for the next generation.” - Allen Devine, Senior Manager, KPMG

“The stories are a wide selection of infinite queer realities. They create the sense of continuity and community that defines our lives as queer people and the need for a family in the absence of a traditional life.” -Lazaros Chalkias, Manager, Avon Cosmetics & Member, Avon Pride Employee Network UK


EDUCATORS
“A tapestry of the queer immigrant experience, showing that family is what you make it.” - David Ward, Manager, Teach First UK

“This book will help readers become comfortable with whomever they are, embrace their true identity, and will encourage them to celebrate the guncles they know. Readers will be exposed to different cultures, customs, and family dynamics and will learn that every family benefits from the presence of a guncle.” - Judy Martin, Educator 

“Dumlao’s collection of queer narratives perfectly illustrates both the relatable struggles of Black Sheep navigating the challenges in our families, as well as the hope that what wisdoms we cultivate can help us mentor future generations.” - Tyler Cargill, Educator and Anthropologist 

“The Wisdom of Guncles is a clever, poignant, exceptionally well-written piece of literature. I highly recommend it for the Guncles in your life and those wanting to more fully understand the experiences of the queer community!” - Stephen Crisp, Educator 

“This book has an important role for youth that are on the LGBTQ+ specturm or just feel like they are ‘different.’ A collection of wisdom that impacts one of our most important and vulnerable populations.” - Dr. Analese Alvarez, Assistant Principal, Santa Barbara Unified School District

“I love the way that you weave the narrative of gay identity with stories of personal triumphs. It gives the audience exciting vignettes of lives outside their own, but in a way that everyone can understand.” – D’Arcee Charington Neal, PhD candidate, Educator, Activist


PUBLIC SERVICE & NON-PROFIT
“I really enjoyed it. Dumlao is a very good story teller whose book made me cry several times - and that’s not an easy task.” Michael Stratmoen, Program Specialist, Library of Congress *does not constitute an endorsement of the book from the Library of Congress 

“I thoroughly enjoyed this book! An affirming and inspiring collection of stories about what it means to be queer and to be family.” - C. Paul Heins, Associate Conductor, GMCW & Director, GenOUT Youth Chorus


“With compelling stories that speak to the vastness of chosen families, this book gives wisdom and hope to the young queer kid who will quickly learn that “black sheep” is a strength. It is a stand out amongst all other queer books.” - AC Dumlao, Activist/Educator and Creator of "Call Me They"

“This book serves as a collection of road maps for younger generations to better navigate the road ahead.” - Joshua Holshouser, Founder, Europa Editions Book Club DC  


INFLUENCERS & REVIEWERS

“This book is a collection of vivid, captivating, and relatable stories that celebrate the fabulous queer role models from our personal lives who helped us become who we are today.” - JD Brady, Influencer Content Creator

“Dumlao has presented us with a jewelry box of stories. Each one brilliantly reflecting the love and connection that we can find for ourselves and share with our kin.” Jason Appleby, Sydney

“The Wisdom of Guncles is for anyone who’s ever been othered. Chronicling the lives of inspirational black sheep, Dumlao provides a collection of heartfelt, personal stories that are accessible to and will resonate with all.” - James Sellwood, Reviewer, Sydney

“Each unique, authentic chapter is filled with moving pearls of wisdoms and empathy. This is a tribute to the power of unconditional love and bonds between us Guncles and our niblings.” - Alberto Ucles, Art, Humanities & Culture Advocate and Influencer

“Each unique, authentic chapter is filled with moving pearls of wisdoms and empathy. This is a tribute to the power of unconditional love and bonds between us Guncles and our niblings.” - Alberto Ucles, Washington, DC Arts Advocate and Influencer

“The Wisdom of Guncles lifts up actual people with real stories who are able to ground lessons of resilience, determination, and self-love.” - Tre Borden, Producer and Principal, Tre Borden/Co.

“Dumlao’s description of the complex roles LGBTQ+ people play in our families is at once deeply familiar and shocking, highlighting what many of us have long considered to be our weaknesses as endless wells of strength.” - Andres Harris, Producer and Photographer

“Dumlao presents a deeply revealing conversation between cultures, countries, and generations about the universal complexity of all families.” - Ceci Ramirez Harris, author and former broadcast journalist, Univision Network

THE AUDACIOUS AUTHENTICITY WORKSHOP

The Audacious Authenticity Workshop explores the critical role of the “black sheep” as entrepreneur and innovator, creating cultures of intentional inclusion, and the vital practice of making spaces more welcoming than how one finds them. Building on the themes from Dumlao’s “The Wisdom of Guncles,” and Dumlao’s two-decade work in diversity, equity, and inclusion, the workshop invites introspection into how organizations can celebrate and nurture those that dare to defy and redefine norms and traditions to make places more inclusive and innovative. 

Areas of exploration: 
· Nurturing the black sheep innovator in all of us
· Personal branding, code-switching, and the cost/ benefit analysis of audacious authenticity
· What is means to ‘never dim your light’
· What chosen families can teach about building community
· The importance of uncovering and recovering history
· Making, protecting, and expanding nurturing spaces
· How this all connects to corporate brand and diversity strategy

And for DEI/ ERG practices:
· The evolution from Affinity Group to Employee Resource Group to Business Resource Group
· Restructuring to the "4 Rs" of Reputation, Recruiting, Retention, and Resilience
· Scaling resources with agility
· Inspiring leadership
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